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Winners of the EU-SOLARIS ANNUAL AWARDS 2025  

To Be Honored at the EU-SOLARIS Doctoral Colloquium 2025 
 

The winners of the EU-SOLARIS ANNUAL AWARDS, selected by consensus of the 
Scientific & Technical Committee (STC) of EU-SOLARIS ERIC (https://eu- 
solaris.eu/organization-governance/), are as follows: 

  

Category:  “BEST DOCTORAL THESIS IN THE FIELD OF CST TECHNOLOGIES & THEIR 
APPLICATIONS” 
Doctoral Thesis: 'Advances in Optimal and Predictive Control Approaches for Solar 
Thermal Systems Enhancement' 

Lead Recipient: Dr. Igor Pataro (Universidad de Almería) 
Team Members: Dr. José Luis Guzmán Sánchez / Dr. Juan Diego Gil Vergel 

 

Category: “OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION TO THE IMPROVEMENT OF CST RESEARCH 
INFRASTRUCTURES CAPABILITIES AND SERVICES” 

Awarded ex aequo: 

1. Development Title: "RESEARCH FACILITY TO IMPROVE THE RESOURCES MANAGEMENTS 
IN COOLING FOR CSP PLANTS" 

Lead Recipient: Dr. Patricia Palenzuela and Dr. Lidia Roca (CIEMAT) 

2. Development Title: "AUTOMATIC HELIOSTAT LEARNING FOR IN SITU CONCENTRATING 
SOLAR POWER PLANT METROLOGY WITH DIFFERENTIABLE RAY TRACING" 

Lead Recipient: Dr. Max Pargmann (German Aerospace Center (DLR) 
Team Members: Dr. Jan Ebert, Dr. Daniel Maldonado Quinto, Dr. Markus Götz, Dr. Robert 
Pitz-Paal, Dr. Stefan Kesselheim 

 

https://eu-solaris.eu/organization-governance/
https://solarize-project.eu/annualawards/_wp_link_placeholder
https://www.linkedin.com/in/igor-pataro-7861b8168/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/universidad-de-almer-a/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/joseluisguzmanual/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/juan-diego-gil-vergel-30918529b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/max-pargmann/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dlr/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/daniel-maldonado-quinto-a67976346/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/robert-pitz-paal-14b797230/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/robert-pitz-paal-14b797230/
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The awards ceremony will take place on Wednesday, June 4th, at 12:15 PM, at 
Hotel Nuevo Torreluz, Plaza Flores 10, Almería, during the closing session of the EU-
SOLARIS Doctoral Colloquium 2025. Each awarded team will be invited to present their 
project in a short 10-minute slot prior to the final lunch of the event. 

 

Warm congratulations to all the awardees for their remarkable contributions. 
Their efforts reflect the values of excellence, innovation, and collaboration that are 
central to advancing CST research and infrastructure. 
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